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RELIEF FOR REFUGEES

Assad backs
down over

law to seize

refugee homes

‘Law 10" withdrawn, UN aid chief says

Najia Moussarl 1m0t

The Assad regime has
withdrawn a law that
allowed anthorities to selze
property left behind by
civilians who fled the war in
Syria, the UN humanitarian
ald chief in the country said
on Thursday,

Uncher Law M, Syrians had 30 days
to prove that they own property in
redevelopment 20008 in order o
receive shares in the prosects, other-
wise ownership was translermed o
the local gevernment,

The law was a0 major bmpedi-
ment to the return of mithons of
refugees and intermally displaced
people who fled their bomes, Re
gime officials have insisted the law
would not result in the conlisca
ton of property, but was aimed at
proving and organizing ownership
to combat fargery of documents in
opposition-hedd arcas,

Jan Egedand, who heads aid issues
iy the ofbhoe of UN Syra envoy Stal-
fan de Mestura, sald he had been tald
ol the decisson o withdraw the bw
by Russséa, Svrian President Rashar
Assaud’s ey mahitary ally.

“When Russia says that It is with:
drawn and there were mistakes
made L it 8 good news” Egedand
sal “Hopefully this will now be
readity on the groumd So diplomacy
Can win — even in Syra”

Svrian poditciasn Mohammed
Khelr Alckam said the law had sssoedd
by presidenial decree and he knew
of no docree o abolish i, “These
clatms are not rue so B he sad

Noeverthedess,  Svrian relugees
across the border in Lebanon wel-
Comed reports that the law had been
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URBAN HERITACE

The Saudi capital will host the
sixth Natvonal Urban Herntage
Forum in Apeil to caincide with
Warld Hervtage Day, with its focus
On nvestment opportunities o
urban heritage, PS5

ARABIC E-LEARNING

The Dubai povermmen! has
launched a free edearming
education platform to cater for
more than 50 midbon Arabic
speaking students acrass the
reglon and besond, P8

LEBANON UPBEATY

While much of the focus ahead al
Lhe Asian Cup will be on dedending
champs Austratia, Lebanon's Joan
Cherosan is hopeng his side can grab
peopke’s attention. P14

withdrawn “We have pot heard
the news yet, but this is an excel-
et move” Abu Mobarmmmesd, wix
s from Al-Qusayt andd 1s the for
e head the waler departmet in
Homs, told Arab News

“This mave reflects the goodwall
of the Synan regime towvard its dis
placed people abroad, Thedir dhis-
oourse 5 no langer an escalation
agxinst us, but an attemgt 1o re-es-
tablish trust hetween Svrian citizens
and the Synan regime,”

Kisadid Medlwan, froom Qalamoun,
said the withdrawal of the bw was
“2 mesture of goodwill, on which
trust can be baght ”

FASTFACT

The law was a major impediment
to the return of millons of
refugees and internally displaced
peopie who fled their homes.

Melbean, an inlerior desigreer in
Syria, now Bves in a tent in Arsal andd
warks as a house painter. “1 own a
JO0square-meter bouse I Damas
cus, but the authorities demotashed il
and acquired the Jandd, T oould not re:
furn (o Syra o prove my ownersbip
of thee hotese Decause they want to lure
me into the cosntry and arrest me”

The regime acguired the proper:
ty, GO0 meters from the barracks of
the Scientific Studies andd Research
Center, In 2007, “Thev demolished
Al damaged bouses surrounding
the barmacks and prevented anyone
rom approaching the property ex-
cept for a tew Alawites, who were
allowex] to rebudhd andd reciaam their
homes,” Methewn said.
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Sayed Salahaddn by

For women in Afghanistan’s Par
llament, what 2 difference a vear
minkes,

Last December, the government
proposed 12 candsdates for minis-
tertal pasitions; only one was fe-
male, and she Raled to win enough
VOIS,

Now' hundreds of women am to
b agents of change by standing
for Parlaament in elections on Sat-
urday

Mare than 0 of the 2680 candy-
dates are women. Their aims are o
CNOOUTAEe A consensts among female
memnbers of Parlisment and to exd
the redance on Bctional leaders and
strongmen with power and wealth,

“The young and new candidates
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FIVE WINDOWS

AND A WALL:
REFRAMING

THE BRI'TISH
MUSEUM
Pago 16

“I1amso
happy, so
proud. This
is the first
gold medal
for Saudi
Arabiaand
our first
medal ever
in Karate. |
hanve been
working
toward this
moment for
10 years,
especially
in the past
twowhen
my training
intensilied.”

Mohammed
Al-Aumint

S b cltary

Mohaenmeod
Al-Axwri

17, proudly
accepted Sanch
Arabia’'s firnt
Olympic goid
mecial in
Buunox Alrex.
Above Al-Asasin

In action,
RO Buno s

CARVING OUT NICHE FOR THEMSELVES

Over 400 Afghan women aim to break male stranglehold on Parliament

Kandaher Cov. Zalmay Wesa, left, with the NATO head in

Afghanistan. Gen, Scott Miller, during a meeting in Kandahar,
Afghanistan. Three top officials, including Wesa, were illed
on Tharsday, when their own guards oponed fire on them at
A security conferonce, The Taliban sald the target was Miler,
who remained unhurt. AP Repaort Pugs 5

HIGH

LIGHT

More than 400
of the 2.691

candidutes

Are women.
Their aims wre
O ENCOUrage

a coNsSeNsus
among fermale
members of
Parfiaamont

and to end

the rellance

on factional
leaders and
strongmen
with power and
wealth,

are o powerful 1oof 1o make Parlis
ment exercase its nghts as stipulat-
ed In the constitution,” said Zahra
Nawahi, 28, a canduclate from ha-
bal who has two msster's degrees,

“Our prioesty should be women,
first aned Foremest addressing  their
health, Parliament should not hecome
a souroe of sbasne for the nation”

The practice of wealthy hgures
andd men with power supporting
thedr own chodce of female nomi
nees was a greater threal to Afghan
democracy than the threatensd
attacks on the election process by
Taliban insurgents, she sail.

“The government needs o -
lervene 1o stop this, otherwise the
next Parllament could be worse
i the current one”

Shinkay RKarokhall, who was
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Gary Meonaghan Limoos Nres

In the end, his smibe was & wide
and as broad as the Rio de Iz Plata
Usat Bows past Buoenos Aires inlo
the Atlantic,

Moduimmesd Al-Assin, 17, asoencd-
o the podium In the Argentine
capital aml proudly acoepted Sk
Arabda’s first Osvmpic gold medal,

Al-Assini had trmumphed over
Masaki Yamaoka of Japan in the un-
der-61 kg kumite, one of the three
main Karate disciplines at the 2018
Youth Oympecs,

“I am 50 happy, 0 prowd.” he said.
“This is the Hirst gold medal for San-
o Arabia and our Grst medal ever in
karate. 1 have been working toward
Lhis mosment for 10 years, especially
in the past two when my tralning
mtensafied.

“I came For pold andd this is the
result of yvears ol sernious work. I
was very difficult, but T am just so
proud,”

Yoused Jakuviden, the Soadi chef
de massion, had confidently pre-
dicted medals earlier in the week,
and sald his expectations had been
excveded.

“We are very happy rght now”
he said, watching as  Al-Assin,
wrappexd in a Saudi flag, posed for
photos. “Its our best achievement
VT At an Oy mpecs.”

elected as an MFP In 204085, was
re-cdected m 2010 and is stand-
ing aguin, admitted that female
MPFs had faslesd to form a powerful
oc in Parliument. Some of them
reganded themselves "as extra-
ordinary,” she said, and 5t was Lo
early to say whether any of the new
batch of candadates would be an
improvement
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The Britiah Museum's new
Albukhary Foundation Gallery
cpancd on October 18. & ix hoame
to the musoum’s oxtenmsive
collection of Islamic art

ISLAMIC ART

Five windows and a wall: Reframing
Islamic art in the British Museum

Arme Homer v lan

When the management of
the British Museum decided

to shilt its collection of

Islamic art into a new

gallery, they selected two

artists — Ahmad Angawi

from Saudi Arabia and

Idris Khan from the UK

~ 10 create site-specific

works. The pair were

selected for their ability to

assimilate their heritage

in a contemporary way — a |
— | ———————SS—SSS————

blend that is ideal for the
new gallery space, which
reframes the museuam’s

Islamic art collection, T —

presenting a fusion of
cultures in the Islamic

world through ancient,
medieval and modern times.

Both have used the physical space
al the new Albukhary Foundation
Gallery, whach opened October 18,
to display their work in a dymauamic
wav, Angawl has created fise
Mangour screens 10 cover windows -
in the gallery, while 21 of Khan's —
paintings cover one of the walls

“The screens complede the
atmasphere of the gallery,
Drioueinge Lse sparit of the Hijaz, the

heartland of Islam, to the gallery,” N

said Venetia Porter, sssistant and Ahmad but felt that his photographs
keeper, Department of the Middle Mm:.(abow) always looked ke paintings,
East at the Bratish Museum, specific works 2010 was gquite a tricky year for

Idris Khan (left) He had trained as a photographer,

Angawi's tve screens are they created my wite and myself.” he sald, “My
madle from walnut woord, for the new mother diexd — and she was young,
using traditional Hijazi craft Kallery at the 59 — aned my wife last the baby
with modern manufacturing :‘T‘:‘:r“'”
technigues, Samples lor the Lo
windows were created by
craltsmen in Joeddal and Bnished
w craltsmen in London,

Two of the five scrvens are
placed on facing windows, “ It
feels like they almaost have a
dialogoue with ane another, so
the sdea of the heart and mined
in dialogue came to my mind
immeshiately,” Angawt explaned.
“When vou do traditgonal cran
vour connect your body, mind and
soul into an object. I wantedd (1o
convey) the way that when you

very late in pregnancy and it was
really ot of o tough year in terms
of griet.

“Ttwas at that point that 1
{decided) to create drawings
with words and stampange. In the
studio, 1'd get a plece of paper
sel up and I'd come in, write
these sentences, make them Into
rubber stamps and then start

‘ stamping the
.. paper. It was
That emotional release  ridding mysell

of a stone hitting the wall ©F hearefthal

[ was going
and becoming words was 5
through at the

Jook at those screens, you also such a beautiful “lh‘ﬂ lme in a very
ook with your mind and you see in my mind. cathartic way,”
the technigues with vour heart he continuesd

“When | started (this process),
the words were important. But
then they became Jess tmportant
— an abstraction of those wards.
As they become artworks, they
lose that content and become
sOomething else, something you
can't quite.., It's intangbie.”

With “21 Stones,” Khan tried
to convey the moment of release
for a Hap pelgrim performing the
stoning of the Jamarat at Mina
{when plgrims throw 21 stones al
three walls)

“The sdea itsell i1s 2 very
Deautiliod thing,” he sakd "One
takes a stane, stands in front of a
wall representing the devil and
wishes away any bad feelings
o thoughts or future or past —
whiatever the pigrim wants to

and you see the passion and
connection they represent.

“I really wanted to work with
craltsmen here in Loncdon,”
he continved. “1 don't like the
wiea of cutting somethang froan
oy cudture and pasting it in in
London, | wanted to make an
integraton of cultures between
London and Makkah™

For Porter, this inlegralyon
of tradition and modemity was
crucial

“Right from the
DEZINIINE, We Were very
Clear about wanting to bring
the comtemparary into it
she said, “T feel really strongy
that when you ook at this region
e YOU need 1o he looking a1 it
as a continuum, When vou look
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a0 it all as meateriad culture, it's winich the artast usexd words i5 80 interesting and because of think about — and that emotional
actually very easy to Incorporate to represent the lootsteps of a the way that he thinks about his redease of a stone hitting the wall
contemporary in with the “old. pderim, i an attempl o capture Muslim heritage,” Porter said, andd becoming words was such a
We've dane it throughout the the energy of a mass of people The resulting commission s beautiiul thing in my mind, So |
gallery.” circling the Kaaba. fhan's "2l Stanes.” — a collecton wanted to try and see of 1 could
She was first able to articulate Porter — and her patrons groug,  of 21 stamp paintings make an artwork that had that
this philosophy durning the who support acquisitions of “| turn poems, or passages kind of impact.”
museum's scclabmed “Haji. material at the museum — were of writing, into rubber stamps Unasually, Angawts and Khan's
Journey to the Heart of keen to involve Khan in the new anud they become wooxd blocks work will be on display in the
Islam”™ exhibitson in site-specilic gallery work. Laasically. Then § paint theo with gallery For the next year, *“Normally
2002, which drew an “We talked about a number of oal, usually on edther an aluminum  we'd have to change it everv six
unprecedented number of artists and the one we deciced surface or a paper surface.” Khan months” Porter expldained. “Bul
Mushim visitors 1o the venue upon immediately was Idns, explained we're sa excited by this that we
That exhibition ended with because of that past relationship, He began his stamp paintings in can't bear the thought of it onldy

Khan's “You and Onldy You,” in hecause the work that he does 2010, a murning point in his work. bestogg up tor (that long)”



