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In December 2018 we celebrated the 40th anniversary of  the Albukhary 
Foundation and the 20th anniversary of  the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia 
(IAMM). It was the idea of  the Albukhary Foundation to solidify its cultural 
component by presenting Malaysia with a museum dedicated to the art, culture 
and heritage of  the Muslim world. This museum, housing the largest collection 
of  Islamic art in Southeast Asia, would become a centre of  understanding the 
civilisations of  Islam, educating and inspiring local and international audiences.

The Albukhary Foundation has striven to benefit society, helping to make a 
more equitable world, building and supporting a community that contributes 
positively to Malaysia and beyond. Mirroring these initiatives, the IAMM 
was launched in 1998. Over the past 20 years, the museum has been 
through several phases. Its initial focus was to build a good collection that 
is representative of  the arts and crafts of  the Muslim world. To showcase 
through its 12 permanent galleries, the arts and crafts spanning more than 
1000 years, expressing the aesthetic accomplishments of  the major Islamic 
dynasties and societies. The focus was on developing local and international 
collaborations and partnerships, to attract passionate institutions and scholars 
as well as to strengthen the name of  the museum and the Foundation.

Within these years, we have successfully shared 66 exhibitions with our 
community, publishing 50 full-colour catalogues and other publications, 
producing our online quarterly newsletter, and expanding our exhibition 
space to make room for photo exhibitions from around the world. We have 
also hosted joint and travelling exhibitions from renowned institutions, and 
welcomed official and VIP visits by heads of  state and ambassadors from 
around the globe.

We have also built a Conservation & Research Centre and our Scholar’s 
Library, as well as strengthening our Education and Curatorial departments. 
We have stayed faithful to our mission to educate the young and the old, by 
producing focused publications and exciting new programmes, activities and 
craft sessions. In addition to all this, we also frequently enhance our displays 
and constantly add new acquisitions and important artefacts to our galleries.

We look forward to celebrating 2019 with a full and diverse schedule of  events, 
including exhibitions at the museum’s special galleries – including travelling 
exhibitions – lectures, educational programmes and activities as well as more 
local and international collaborations and partnerships. 

Syed Mohamad Albukhary
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FOCUS

The Launching of the Albukhary Foundation 
Gallery at the British Museum, London

On 18th October 2018 there was a celebration for the opening of  
the new Albukhary Foundation Gallery of  the Islamic World in Rooms 
42-45 at the British Museum. The gallery is another manifestation 
of  the Albukhary Foundation’s commitment to preserving Islamic 
heritage. The highly diverse audience that London can offer 
provides a unique opportunity for the Foundation to extend its 
footprint globally while working together the renowned British 
Museum to exchange knowledge and expertise. By sharing art, 
the aim is to foster a deeper appreciation of  Islamic history and 
culture.

The extremely well-received permanent gallery sees beyond 
individual objects to grasp and communicate the principles and 
intellectual power of  Islamic art without oversimplifying it. The 
story of  Islam is told chronologically, with emphasis given to the 
many facets of  the culture. Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad, the Prime 
Minister of  Malaysia and also Prince Charles expressed their 
gratitude and pride through video recordings which was shown 
during the grand opening ceremony. 
 
The Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia has enhanced the gallery 
further with our temporary exhibition of  ‘The Arabesque’, which 

explores the abstract vegetal motif  that spread across the Muslim 
world for over 1000 years. The displays are augmented by an 
engaging new programme of  digital media that comprises a series 
of  introductory films focussing on topics such as architectural 
decoration, ceramic technology, arts of  the book and music. An 
accompanying website allows further research and exploration of  
the collections on display. Accompanying this is the publication of  
‘The Making of  the Albukhary Gallery of  the Islamic World’.

The Albukhary Foundation Gallery of the Islamic World was materialized 
after four years of collaboration between IAMM and the British Museum.

Venetia Porter, the Curator of Islamic and contemporary Middle East from the British Museum conducting a guided tour to the honourable guest, Tun Dr. 
Mahathir Mohamad.



Links to news coverage of  the event:
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2018/09/416583/dr-
mahathir-previews-british-museums-islamic-world-collection
 
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/british-museum-launches-new-
islamic-gallery-138156
 
https://www.middleeasteye.net/in-depth/features/The-British-
museum-s-new-gallery-a-history-of-Islam-in-over-a-thousand-
objects-60763878
 
https://www.apollo-magazine.com/rethinking-islamic-art-at-the-
british-museum/
 
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2018/10/423064/
museums-can-unite-educate
 
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2018/12/440622/pm-
marks-iamms-20th-anniversary-scholars-library-launch
 
http://www.theedgemarkets.com/ar ticle/islamic-ar ts-museum-
reflection-islamic-achievements-woes-%E2%80%94-mahathir
 
https://www.star2.com/culture/2018/12/15/scholars-library-
islamic-arts-museum-malaysia/

To commemorate its 20th anniversary, the Islamic Arts Museum 
Malaysia (IAMM) had the honour of  the honourable Prime 
Minister of  Malaysia, Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad, officiating at the 
Scholar’s Library in conjunction of  this important milestone. The 
Scholar’s Library is one of  the pivotal aspects of  the museum and 
it continues to be an important educational institution within the 
Islamic world.  

In the two decades since IAMM opened its doors in 1998, it has 
become a gateway to the Islamic world’s rich and vibrant art and 
history for visitors. As well as showcasing the beauty of  Islamic 
art, behind the scenes the IAMM’s Conservation & Research 
Centre has also rigorously working to develop preservation 
techniques to become among the best Islamic art conservation 
centres in Malaysia. 

Throughout the years, IAMM has built strong networks locally and 
internationally through collaborations and has hosted various 
educational discourses as part of  its effort to represent itself  
as the leading museum and institution of  Islamic art in Southeast 
Asia.

20th Anniversary of Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia: 
Celebrating 20 years of sharing history of Islamic arts

Prime Minister of Malaysia,Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad during his official visit to exhibition ‘Al-Tibb: Healing Traditions in Islamic Medical Manuscripts 



IAMM SCHOLARSHIP

Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia celebrates IT’S 20 
YEARS OF GLORY
The Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia celebrated its 20th Anniversary 
on 14th December 2018 with the launch of  its Scholar’s Library 
by Prime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad.  

The museum opened its doors to the public in December 1998, 
at the behest of  Tun Dr Mahathir during his first term as prime 
minister. When he launched IAMM then, the prime minister was 
quoted as having said: “I did not expect such a beautiful building, 
and I did not think it was within his (Syed Mokhtar Albukhary) 
means to build something of  that scale.”

 IAMM is one of  two flagship projects of  the Albukhary Foundation, 
a private international charity founded by Syed Mokhtar Albukhary. 
The event is also a celebration of  the Albukhary Foundation’s 
40th anniversary. Like the founder, the Albukhary Foundation has 
gone places without losing sight of  its roots: its Malaysian origins 
and the Islamic faith that transcends borders. 

Under the directorship of  Syed Mohamad Albukhary, IAMM has 
had a flying start. The launch of  the Scholar’s Library 20 years 
on moves it up a few notches. 

“Galleries are the face of  a museum, visual memory banks that 
trace the evolution and achievements of  a culture or country,” 
says Dr Heba Nayel Barakat, head of  curatorial affairs at IAMM. 
“The library, on the other hand, is the brain. It provides context 
to collections. We refer to books and manuscripts when curating 
exhibitions and developing explanatory panels for exhibits.
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From Malaysia
“A great place to visit, especially for locals! We have enough malls, please 
built more museums! A dedicated team in this museum is evident in the 
well-taken care of artefacts, facilities, infrastructure. Good job!”

~ Anonymous

From Azerbaijan
“Salam from Azerbaijan, from country of Fire. We loved Islamic Museum 
of KL, it’s very interesting. Azerbaijan is a home land of great Azerbaijan 
poetry Nizami Ganjavi, and we found his ‘Hamsa’ in your museum, we 
proud of it. Thank you.”

~ Zabil

From Canada
It really was beautiful well planned and wonderfully displayed. What a 
great way to travel back through Islamic History. All praise is for God, 
what a Creator!”

~ Aliraza & Rabab

From Colombia
“This was an amazing experience for me, from the very kind people who 
work here to the great collection of the museum. I really didn’t expect this 
to be one of the highlights of my trip to KL. In one word ‘MARAVILLOSO’”

~ Ana Maria

From Czech Republic
“Being in your museum in 1995, I am very pleased by the new and very 
brilliant exhibition of present.”

~ Ales Kresci

Tun Mahathir proudly browsing the impressive rare 
collection of IAMM Scholar’s Library, accompanied by 
Tan Sri Syed Mukhtar Albukhary and Dr. Heba Nayel 
Barakat, the Head of Curatorial Affairs Department. 



“Any decent museum must have a decent library. Our Scholar’s 
Library is comparable to the best in the world. We have more 
than 20,000 titles, which includes 3,000 rare, out of  print books. 
Our reference materials – encyclopedias, collector’s editions, 
photographs and audio visual materials – are bought from 
reputable auction houses to ensure their authenticity and chain 
of  custody. Islamic references are a depleting resource, because 
of  demand from rich countries. They are also victims of  war. 

 “The Scholar’s Library uses the Library of  Congress cataloguing 
system and OPAC search engine. This makes it accessible to 
researchers from anywhere in world. We welcome outsiders to 
use our resources, and have already hosted local as well as 
international researchers.”

The IAMM Scholar’s Library is set to become an important link in 
knowledge sharing of  Islamic history, art, culture and civilisations 
as well as other related disciplines. It will also bring IAMM closer 
to the realisation of  Syed Mokhtar’s vision: “The contents of  the 
museum are of  undeniable beauty, but what excites me is their 
value in expanding knowledge and diminishing intolerance.” 

Over the years, IAMM has built a diverse collection of  Islamic 
artefacts: 2,500 on display and another 10,000 in storage. It is 
also notable for its Southeast Asian collection. This has positioned 
IAMM well as an ambassador of  Islamic art. 

“At IAMM, we organise an average of  six exhibitions a year, 
and they attract thousands of  visitors from all walks of  life, 
age groups, ethnicities and nationalities. Our exhibitions aim to 
transport visitors to the grandeur, grace and global reach of  
Islam over the past 1,500 years or so. We hope our exhibitions 
make Muslims proud of  their heritage, while dispelling prejudices 
that exist among non-Muslims with regard to Islam in the world 
today,” says Dr Heba.

Some IAMM exhibitions have travelled abroad, to Europe, the 
Middle East, Southeast Asia and Australia. By the same token, 
IAMM has received travelling exhibitions from abroad. The 
net result is inter-museum collaborations that have created 
heightened awareness of  Islamic art around the world. 

A collaboration that has worked out rather well is the one with the 
British Museum in London. Very much an untold story in Malaysia 
is the unveiling of  the Albukhary Foundation Gallery of  the Islamic 
World on 18 October 2018.

It is regarded as a coup of  sorts, with big news coverage in the 
UK. It represents a high point in the 20-year history of  IAMM. It is 

From England
“As a child who was lived in Malaysia for only a year, I haven’t been given 
access to such a detailed experience like this. I found it very informative and 
interesting. I saw the effort that had been put into creating such an amazing 
museum. I found the artwork stunning and learnt many new things. Thank 
you!” 

Lily (Age 13)

From Hong Kong & the United Kingdom
“Hello from Hong Kong. Thank you for showcasing the art not only limited 
in Islamic Art, but also other art forms (especially Chinese porcelains) that 
had been influenced by Islamic Art. It really puts Islamic Art in a broader 
perspective. Definitely coming again. Also definitely buying your collection 
catalogue. Well Done.”

Gordon & Hughes 

From Japan
“Now I’m big fan of Islamic arts!”

Mizuki

also a high point in the Albukhary Foundation’s 40-year history as 
an international charity.

Dr Heba shares the story: “It came to the attention of  our director 
Syed Mohamad that the Islamic Gallery in the British Museum lay 
hidden in one of  the lower levels. He recognised its potential to 
ignite greater appreciation of  Islamic art, culture and civilisation if  
given a prominent location in the well-patronised British Museum. 
Leveraging on past IAMM-British Museum collaborations, he 
approached the authorities for a better space. He succeeded in 
securing two galleries in the heart of  the museum, in a heavy traffic 
zone on the first floor. Over three years, he worked meticulously 
with the IAMM team to bring the display to life upstairs.”

Renovation and refurbishment of  the expanded gallery was 
sponsored by the Albukhary Foundation, and in recognition, the 

Among the vast publication that caught Tun Mahathir’s attention was the 
book on world’s Islamic architecture. 



British Museum named it “The Albukhary Foundation Gallery of  
the Islamic World”. In October 2018 the gallery was launched, 
with an IAMM-curated exhibition from Malaysia brought on a 
long term loan. It is a proud achievement for Malaysia to have a 
gallery named after a Malaysian charity in the distinguished British 
Museum. 

The Albukhary Foundation’s other flagship entity is the Albukhary 
International University (AIU) in Syed Mokhtar’s hometown of  Alor 
Setar, Kedah. While the IAMM is about preserving heritage and 
promoting art and culture, AIU, established in 2010, is about 
creating opportunity in higher education and building sustainable 
communities.

Located at the heart of  the Sharifah Rokiah Centre of  Excellence, 
named in honor of  Syed Mokhtar’s mother, AIU is a non-profit 
private institution of  higher learning. Its primary focus is to deliver 
well-rounded education to high-achieving students from poor or 
displaced families.

Oversight of  AIU currently rests with Sharifah Sofia Albukhary, the 
founder’s daughter who did a stint at the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation. She says, “My father, the Founder of  AIU, fervently 
believes that education promotes progress and is the answer to 
many problems in the world today – poverty, unemployment, poor 
leadership, rising populism, prejudice and even greed. He sees 
education as a great equaliser because it gives an individual the 
opportunity to redefine their future. At the same time, my father 
sees it as a way to nurture talented youth with good character, 
equipped with the 5As (adab, akhlak, akidah, amanah and amalan) 
to become change agents in their respective communities.”

“The Founder’s definition of  education is also broad. It covers the 
acquisition of  knowledge and skill sets, good conduct, humility, 
faith and compassion, all of  which are encompassed in the 5As. 
Most importantly, he hopes that those who have been recipients 

of  the Albukhary Foundation’s Scholarship Programme will in 
turn help another person in need, creating a ripple effect in 
every corner of  the globe,” says Sharifah Sofia 

Within walking distance from the university is the Albukhary 
Mosque, an orphanage, a dialysis centre for the poor, a centre 
for special needs, a cemetery and the Souq.

After some teething problems, AIU will receive a fresh intake of  
undergraduate students in 2019 at its school of  business and 
school of  education. The courses are designed with emphasis 
on social entrepreneurship, infused with a suite of  courses and 
a curriculum structure that will enhance employability. 

At this stage, in alignment with the Founder’s intention of  social 
inclusion in higher education, students are on full Albukhary 
scholarships that cover tuition fees, on-campus accommodation 
and a monthly allowance. “We are in the midst of  fine-tuning our 
selection process to ensure that only deserving, high-achieving 
students from marginalised communities are granted this 
scholarship,” says Sharifah Sofia. “As an international university, 
we target a student population that is 80 per cent international 
and 20 per cent Malaysian. The medium of  instruction here is 
English.”

Community service is an integral part of  their course, with 
undergraduates volunteering at welfare facilities on the 
grounds of  the Sharifah Rokiah Centre of  Excellence or in the 
neighbourhood. 

Located at the heart of Sharifah Rokiah Centre of Excellence, the AIU 
Library provide resources for the budding Albukhary scholars.

The Albukhary Irsyad International School lies within Sharifah Rokiah 
Centre of Excellence. The curriculum is based on the Cambridge IGCSE 
international subjects and mentored by professionals from Singapore and 
elsewhere. 



The Albukhary Scholarship Programme precedes AIU. When 
launched in 2005, scholars were initially placed in public 
universities, especially the International Islamic University 
Malaysia. To date, more than 500 high achievers from more 
than 45 countries have graduated, and contributed to their 
respective communities. Today, some are diplomats, high-ranking 
government officials and businessmen.

IAMM and AIU are the twin pillars of  the Albukhary Foundation. 
They represent a consolidation of  resources to maximise its 
reach and impact on the ground. Between these two pillars is a 
range of  other initiatives undertaken in the interest of  creating a 
more equitable and just world.

Many of  them are education-related. The roots of  the Albukhary 
Foundation’s Tuition Programme dates back to 2001. The 
Albukhary Tuition Programme is a nationwide remedial tuition 
initiative to prepare underachieving poor rural students for 
national examinations. Between 2001 and 2009, this impacted 
45,000 students from 500 schools, after which this programme 
was adopted by the public sector.

Every so often, the Albukhary Foundation responds to calls for help 
after natural disasters and other calamities. Since its formation, 
it has responded to earthquake survivor appeals in Iran, China 
and Japan; humanitarian aid programmes for Afghan, Syrian 
and Palestinian refugees, displaced Yemeni, Somalis, Sudanese 
and South Sudanese and Kampucheans; built an orphanage for 
tsunami survivors in Aceh; responded to appeals for flood victims 
in Malaysia; built and refurbished mosques in Malaysia and India; 
sponsored hospitals in Uganda; sponsored religious education in 
Australia… the list goes on and on.

Most heart warming is the Hajj programme, which gives poor 
Muslims in rural Malaysia the opportunity to perform the Hajj, one 
of  the five pillars of  Islam. It is the dream of  every Muslim to journey 
to Mecca to perform the Hajj one day. The Albukhary Foundation’s 
Hajj programme has benefited hundreds of  Muslim community 
leaders (including imams and tok siak) who are without means, 
for their highly invaluable contribution to local mosques across 
Malaysia. Between 1996 and 2016, the Albukhary Foundation has 
sponsored 927 deserving pilgrims from all states of  the country. 

Forty years on, the Albukhary Foundation has touched the lives of  
thousands, directly and indirectly. “It is my humble wish to serve 
others in my own small way,” says Syed Mokhtar. “I think it has to 
do with my upbringing. My mother taught her children that nothing 
is yours until you have given it away with all your heart in the hope 
it will make someone’s life easier. This is the very spirit in which 
the Albukhary Foundation operates.”

AIU adapted the 5A principles (adab, akhlak, akidah, amanah and 
amalan) in its educational system to produce scholars who are change 
agents in their respective communities.

The Albukhary Foundation humanitarian mission extends beyond 
Malaysia. Among others are food aid programmes in earthquake and 
tsunami striked areas such as in Battagram, Khyber, Pakistan; Sichuan, 
China; Acheh, Southeast Asia and Bam, Iran. 

The Albukhary Foundation has taken its  mission beyond Malaysia, for 
example by co-sponsoring the Accounting and Auditing Organization for 
Islamic Financial Institutions (AAOIFI) in Bahrain in 2004. The event 
has also caught the attention of the renowned theologian, Sheikh Dr. 
Yusuf Al-Qaradawi.



Launching of Scholar’s Library,
the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia

Inspiration-Imagination- nterpretation: Mosques 
of Malaysia (29th November – 11th December 2018)

IAMM
HIGHLIGHTS

After 14 years of  operation, the Scholar’s Library of  Islamic 
Arts Museum Malaysia (IAMM) is formally launched by the Prime 
Minister of  Malaysia, Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad. The launching 
ceremony which happened on Friday 14th December 2018 was in 
conjunction with the celebration of  the 20th anniversary of  IAMM. 
Throughout its establishment, the Scholar’s Library is committed 
to become a centre that is dedicated to collect, to preserve and 
to promote the study and research on Islamic arts, history and 
civilization. The numbers of  research material collection that 

IAMM supported an exhibition presented by the Association 
of  Voices of  Peace, Conscience and Reason (PCORE) entitled 
‘Inspiration-Imagination-Interpretation: Mosques of  Malaysia’ 
from 29th November until 11th December 2018. The well-
received artists’ display highlighted a collection of  64 artworks 
by 21 amateur and professional artists executed in several styles 
using numerous mediums. Through the artists’ eyes and skilful 
hands, this painting collection depicts the diverse architectural 
styles prevalent in Malaysia, which derives its influence from early 
Southeast Asian heritage as well as the Middle East and beyond. 
It also captures the aesthetic moods of  the traditional roofs 
and facades as well as the finesse of  the introduced domes and 
minarets. The uniqueness of  this collection is that it documents a 
selection of  Malaysian mosques through the eyes of  contemporary 
Malaysian artists who cherish the aesthetic and artistic form while 
proudly highlighting Malaysia’s cultural heritage. The exhibition 
was officiated by the Sultan of  Selangor, Sultan Sharafuddin Idris 
Shah.

Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad officiated the IAMM’s Scholar’s Library in 
conjunction with the 20th Anniversary of IAMM, witnessed by the Director, 
Syed Mohamad Albukhary and Tan Sri Syed Mokhtar Albukhary. 

includes books, scholarly journals, arts magazines, museum’s 
publication along with over 5,000 titles of  rare and out-of-print 
books which are carefully placed in Special Collection room is 
expanded rigorously, thanks to the dedication and support by 
the top museum’s management and Albukhary Foundation. The 
library which is located on the top floor of  the museum building 
welcoming researchers to use its collection and facilities to 
conduct their research works. For more details about the Scholar’s 
Library, please visit http://www.iamm.org.my/scholars-library/

Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah was attracted by three textured paintings that 
were produced by Peter Lieu, a professional painter. He was accompanied 
by Datuk Halimah Mohd Said. 

The Scholar’s Library has extensive collection that also includes the rare 
books and latest publications. It serves as a very conducive place to conduct 
researches and intellectual discourses.



IAMM
EDUCATION

LOOKING AT THE GLASS 
HALF FULL: Challenges of 
studying islamic enamelled & 
gilded glass talk by dr. Tanja Tolar

WEEKEND 
STORYTELLING SESSION 
– COLLABORATION WITH 
UiTM PUNCAK ALAM 

Date : 10th November 2018
Venue : Education Briefing Hall, IAMM

Glass is rarely discussed in our settings and often dismissed 
either due to the presumed lack of  resources or interest from 
the public. Dr Tolar took the challenge to discuss this topic in a 
special lecture attended by 31 individuals of  various backgrounds. 
Sharing her close experience with glass in lab and on site, Dr Tolar 
also discussed mosque lamps, glass bracelets and jars in the 
IAMM collection. She elaborated further on the interdependency 
between glassmaking techniques of  Byzantines and Muslims in 
the past. Dr Tolar is a scholar from SOAS, conducting research on 
the IAMM collection.

Date : Selected weekend in October – December 2018
Venue : Children’s Library

Following collaboration between UiTM Puncak Alam and IAMM, 
students of  the Faculty of  Education (TESL) contributed their 
talents in reading stories for children at selected Weekend 
Workshops. With their vibrant and cheerful nursery rhymes, our 
storytelling sessions became merrier and filled with fun. The 
students themselves took this opportunity to build their confidence 
and sharpen their skills in public speech, and we learned a lot 
from their methods and songs. Looking forward to next year!



KURSUS SENI KHAT 2019

CURATOR’S TALK

STAY TUNED FOR 2019

Date : 5th January – 4th May 2019
Venue: Education Wet Workshop, IAMM

If  you are looking for a structured class taught by credible 
instructors on Calligraphy, our Kursus Seni Khat 2019 is the one 
for you. Suitable for participants 10 years and above, the course 
is available in three categories: Basic for adults, Basic for below 
18 and Advanced. You will learn five to seven calligraphy styles, 
painting on canvas and basic illumination (zukhrufah). Consult 
our Education staff  to understand more about the class and we 
will assist you to choose the suitable category. Send your inquiry 
to education@iamm.org.my or call 03-2092 7031 / 7032 / 7033 
/ 7038.

Date : Every month, starting January 2019
Time : TBA 

Starting from January 2019, we will be conducting a monthly 
discourse with our curators, namely the Curator’s Talk. The 
discourse will walk the audience through the IAMM collection 
thematically following our 12 permanent galleries. We will open 
with ‘Depictions of  the Holy Mosques of  Mecca and Medina in 
Manuscripts’ in January, ‘Treasures from the Islamic World’ in 
February and ‘Qajar Ceramics’ in March. Stay tuned and check 
our social media for more information on the dates, time and 
theme.

We are preparing a lot of  new and exciting activities for the year ahead. Be sure to check out our Iznik World workshop, Be Inspired 
Modular Programmes, School Holiday Programmes, International Museum Day and many more. On International Museum Day, we will 
make a pop-up museum along with another art installation following on from 2018. Be the first to know by following our social media.
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The Making of 
the Albukhary 
Foundation Gallery 
of the Islamic World
Accompanying the opening of  the Albukhary Foundation Gallery 
of  the Islamic World is this highly illustrated publication that 
details the concepts, construction and design of  the new gallery. 
It outlines not only the history of  the extremely rich and varied 
collection of  Islamic material culture, but also the challenges of  
building and designing a new gallery for the 21st century within 
a historic building.

The building of  the astonishing gallery was made possible with the 
generous support of  the Albukhary Foundation and professional 
partnerships with a number of  important institutions such as the 
architects Stanton Williams, the Prince’s School of  Traditional Arts 
and the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia.
 
Towards the end of  the publication is an introductory chapter 
on ‘The Arabesque’ written by Dr Heba Nayel Barakat, IAMM’s 
Head of  Curatorial Affairs Department. Arabesque, the stylised 
vegetal motif  that emanates from a rhythmic perpetual leaf  
scroll is described flawlessly in this writing. It gives readers an 
overview of  how Islamic art translates the Infinite nature of  God 
through never-ending vegetative scrolls, an eminent Islamic art 
characteristic, besides the Islamic calligraphy and geometrical 
patterns.

This 192-page hardbound book gives a fascinating and beautifully 
illustrated insight into a remarkable 630 square metres new 
gallery and the collection of  Islamic material culture. It is available 
at the British Museum Shop and online.


